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XVlI. RIGHTS OF PERSONS BELONG NG TO NATI ONAL OR
ETHNI C, RELI G QUS AND LI NGUI STI C M NORI Tl ES
1. The Commi ssi on considered agenda item 16 concurrently with items 11

and 18 (see chaps. XI and XVII1I1) at its 21st to 24th neetings, from 27 March
to 31 March, and at its 38th to 40th neetings, on 9 April 1998. 1/

2. For the documents issued under agenda item 16, see annex IV to the
present report. For a list of all resolutions and decisions adopted by the
Commi ssion and Chairman's statenments, by agenda item see annex V to the
present report.

3. In the general debate on agenda item 16, statenments 2/ were nmade by the
foll owi ng nenbers of the Conmi ssion: Austria (24th), Bangl adesh (24th),
China (24th), India (22nd), Pakistan (24th), Poland (22nd), Republic of Korea
(22nd), Russian Federation (22nd), Sri Lanka (22nd), Sudan (24th),

Ukr ai ne (23rd).

4, The Commi ssion heard statenments by the observers for: Cameroon (24th),
Et hi opia (23rd), Finland (22nd), Hungary (22nd), Iran (Islam c Republic

of) (24th), Latvia (24th), Lithuania (24th), Norway (22nd), Ronmania (23rd),
Sl ovakia (23rd). The observer for Switzerland al so nade a statenment (22nd).
5. The Conmi ssion al so heard statements by the foll ow ng non-governnenta
organi zations: Asian Buddhi st Conference for Peace (23rd), African
Associ ati on of Education for Devel opment (24th), Afro-Asian Peoples
Solidarity Organization (24th), Aliran Kesedaran Negara-National Consciousness
Movenment (21st), American Association of Jurists (21st), European Union of
Public Relations (23rd), Franciscans International (23rd), Fraternité

Not re- Dame (22nd), Hi nal ayan Research and Cul tural Foundation (22nd),

I nternational Educational Devel opnent (21st), International Federation of
Free Journalists (24th), International Human Ri ghts Associ ati on of American
M norities (joint statement with World Society of Victinology) (24th),
International Institute for Non-Aligned Studies (23rd), Internationa

Peace Bureau (23rd), International Progress Organization (24th),

Latin Anerican Federation of Associations of Relatives of D sappeared
Det ai nees (24th), Mnority R ghts Goup (22nd), Pax Romana (21lst), Society
for Threatened Peoples (23rd), Transnational Radical Party (23rd), World

Musl i m Congress (24th).
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6. Statenents in exercise of the right of reply or its equival ent were made
by the representative of Pakistan (24th) and the observer for the forner
Yugosl av Republic of Macedonia (24th).

Situation of human rights in Latvia

7. At the 38th nmeeting, on 9 April 1998, the representative of the

Russi an Federation withdrew draft resolution E/ CN. 4/1998/L. 32.

8. At the 40th neeting, a statenment in connection with the draft resolution
was made by the representative of Pol and.

Ri ghts of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and |linguistic
mnorities

9. At the 38th nmeeting, on 9 April 1998, the representative of Austria

i ntroduced draft resolution E/CN. 4/1998/L. 33, sponsored by Argentina,
Australia, Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Chile, Croatia, the Czech
Republ i c, Denmark, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, CGuatenala, Hungary, Iceland,
India, Ireland, Italy, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Norway, Peru, Poland,
Portugal, the Republic of Korea, Romania, the Russian Federation, Slovakia,
Sl ovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the United States of America. Afghanistan, Andorra,
Bel arus, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Cape Verde, Costa Rica, Ecuador,
Madagascar, the Netherlands, Sweden and Uruguay subsequently joined the
sponsors.

10. Operative paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 of the draft resolution were orally
revised by the representative of Austria.

11. A statenment in connection with the draft resolution was nade by the
representative of Bangl adesh

12. At the request of the representatives of Austria and Bangl adesh
consideration of the draft resolution was postponed.

13. At its 39th neeting, on 9 April 1998, the Comm ssion resumned

consi deration of draft resolution E/ CN. 4/1998/L. 33.

14. Statenents in connection with the draft resolution were made by the
representatives of Austria and Bangl adesh

15. In accordance with rule 28 of the rules of procedure of the functiona
conmi ssions of the Econonic and Social Council, the attention of the

Commi ssion was drawn to the estinated adm nistrative and progranme budget

inmplication 3/ of the draft resolution



E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ L. 10/ Add. 16

page 4
16. The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted w thout a vote.
For the text of the resolution as adopted, see chapter [, section A,

resol uti on 1998/ 19.

17. In view of the adoption of resolution 1998/19, the Conm ssion took no
action on draft decision 4 recormmended by the Sub- Comm ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities for adoption by the Comm ssion
(see E/CN. 4/1998/2-E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1997/ 50, chap. 1).

Tol erance and pluralismas indivisible elenents in the pronotion and
protection of human rights

18. At the 38th neeting, on 9 April, the Conm ssion decided to postpone
consi deration of draft resolution E/ CN 4/1998/L.25.

19. At the 39th nmeeting, on 9 April, the representative of India introduced
draft resolution E/CN. 4/1998/L.25, sponsored by Afghani stan, Argentina,
Australia, Austria, Bangl adesh, Belarus, Bhutan, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada,
Cape Verde, Chile, Colombia, Croatia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Denmark

El Sal vador, Finland, France, Cermany, Greece, Cuatenmala, India, Ireland,
Italy, Japan, Mexico, the Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Poland, Portugal

Romani a, the Russian Federation, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of
America. Algeria, Arnenia, Belgium Costa Rica, Congo, Ethiopia, Indonesia,
Mauritius, Ml aysia, Nepal, the Republic of Korea, Slovenia, Sri Lanka and
Ukr ai ne subsequently joined the sponsors.

20. At the sanme neeting, the representative of Pakistan introduced proposed
anmendnents to draft resolution E/CN. 4/1998/L.25 (E/ CN.4/1998/L. 38).

21. A statenment in connection with the proposed anmendments
(E/CN. 4/ 1998/ L. 38) was nmde by the representative of the United Ki ngdom

of Great Britain and Northern Irel and

22. At the request of the representatives of Brazil, Malaysia and Mexico,
consideration of the draft resolution was postponed.

23. At the 40th neeting, on 9 April 1998, the Comm ssion resuned
consideration of draft resolution E/CN. 4/1998/L.25 and the proposed anendnents
thereto (E/CN. 4/1998/L. 38).
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24. The first and fourth preanbul ar paragraphs and operative paragraph 2 (b)
of the draft resolution were orally revised by the representative of India.
25. Foll owi ng the revisions made by the representative of India, the
proposed amendments (E/ CN. 4/1998/L.38) were withdrawn by the representative

of Paki st an.

26. The draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted w thout a vote.

For the text of the resolution as adopted, see chapter |1, section A,

resol ution 1998/ 21



